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Spec Homes Signal Market Comeback
Builders confident that construction will pay off
BY WILLIAM JAMES GERLICH
Staff Writer

With the housing market still gaining momentum after a strong summer,
builders are beginning
to construct spec homes
throughout the neighbor-

Hankins
Gives Up
Football
Career

hood, including one on
Preston Hollow ’s most
coveted street: Strait Lane
With an asking price
nearly four times that of
any other new home in
the area, the $11.5 million
house is being built by
Sharif & Munir Custom

Homes. Company salesman Grady Yates said it is
months away from completion, but he is beginning
to look for a buyer.
For background, a spec
home is a house that a
builder constructs with no
particular buyer in mind,

based on speculation of
what a potential buyer
would want.
“The spec market in
higher-end neighborhoods
like Preston Hollow is
beginning to pick back up,”
Yates said. “If you look at
Realtor.com, you’ll see that
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285 permits for singlefamily houses were issued
in Dallas County in July.
That’s 24 percent more
than July 2011.
Yates said his company
secured private financing from a previous customer to build the Strait
Lane house. It is the only

Pedigo Has Rare
Pedigree in DISD

Parish graduate
walks away due
to concussions

The promising career of
former Parish Episcopal
standout linebacker Rob
Hankins came
to an end this
month when
he decided to
give up football. He is still
recovering
ROB
from a severe
HANKINS
concussion
he suffered last month, his
second since enrolling at
the University of Arizona.
“It’s really tough, but it’s
to the point where right
now I still have concussion
symptoms and it’s been
about six weeks,” Hankins
said. “There are a whole
bunch of deficits within
my brain function. It could
take up to a year before I
get those fixed and back
to normal. With one more
blow to my head, there’s
no telling what the damage from that would be — it
could be another year, two
years, or it could be lifelong. I might not have the
ability to concentrate the
rest of my life. It’s just not
worth it.”
Hankins (6-1, 217) was
one of the top linebacking recruits in the nation
after a stellar high-school
career that included helping Parish win a Texas
Association of Private and
Parochial School Division
II title in 2010. Last year,
he made three starts and
played in 10 games for
Arizona before a concussion sidelined him late in
the season. Hankins made
10 tackles.
“It’s a blow to us in terms
of our depth,” Arizona
defensive coordinator
and linebackers coach
Jeff Casteel said of losing
Hankins. “Getting started
out here, he’s a young guy
who played as a fresh-

there’s not a high spechome inventory, partly
because it has been very
difficult for builders to get
a loan from banks after the
financial crisis of 2008, but
since the housing market is
getting stronger, it is beginning to get easier to secure
financing.”
According to the Texas
A&M Real Estate Center,

Retirement Doesn’t
Work For Matriarch
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After working with renowned glassblower Dale Chihuly, Episcopal School of Dallas graduate
Carlyn Ray struck out on her own. An exhibit of her work opens Thursday at her alma mater.

Ray Fires Up For
Show at Alma Mater
STAFF PHOTO: CHRIS MCGATHEY

BY KARLEY OSBORN
Staff Writer

A

Preston Hollow resident Christine Chaney, 85, works the phones
at the Chacon Autos sales office on East Northwest Highway.

IF YOU GO

t 8 years old, Carlyn Ray
saw her future as clearly
as if she were looking at
it through a windowpane.
Her parents were the first to hear the
news: She would grow up to be glassblower who worked with kids — a
dream an athletic scholarship would
help her to accomplish.
“You say, ‘Okay, honey. Of course.’
But she meant it,” said Ray’s mother,
Cindi, who opened Preston Center’s
Carlyn Galerie in 1989. “She absolutely fell in love with [glassblowing].”
By 14, Ray was standing in line with
her mother at the Dallas Museum of
Art, waiting to meet glass master Dale
Chihuly. After asking for Chihuly’s
autograph, Ray informed the world-

What: An exhibit of Carlyn Ray’s blown
glass at Episcopal School of Dallas, her
alma mater
When: An opening reception is scheduled
for 6 p.m. Thursday.

Where: The Jennifer & John Eagle Gallery
in the Susan M. Frank Center for Arts &
Humanities

RSVP: 214-353-5863
renowned artist that she wanted to be
a glassblower. Chihuly suggested that
when Ray was a bit older, she take a
class at his school.
“I considered it a personal invite,”
Ray said with a smile.
Slowly, Ray’s childhood vision
See RAY, Page 13A

Octogenarian
works full-time
at Chacon Autos
BY DAN KOLLER
Staff Writer

If you’re looking for
Christine Chaney, don’t
look too hard. Unless it’s
Sunday, you can always
find her behind a desk at
Chacon Autos.
“The only time she’s not
here is when she’s getting her hair done,” said
Chacon salesman Duane
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For some, gay marriage is a political or
religious issue. For us, it is a family issue.”
— MICHELE VALDEZ

(See Page 2A)

Rimmer. “And that’s six
days a week. Most of us
work five days. She works
harder than anybody else
here.”
That’s a fine thing to say
about any co-worker. It’s
another thing entirely when
you consider that Chaney
will celebrate her 86th
birthday next week. While
her friends enjoy retirement, the Preston Hollow
resident keeps contributing
to the success of the business co-founded by her late
husband, William, in 1958.

See CHANEY, Page 12A
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Although her volleyball skills helped her go to college, ESD graduate Carlyn Ray is following in her family’s footsteps by pursuing art as a career. Her mother and sister run a Preston Center gallery.

Ray
Continued from Page 1A
began to solidify into reality. Volleyball garnered
her a full athletic scholarship to William and Mary,
where she majored in art
and minored in psychology, and — unbeknownst
to her landlord — kept a
flameworking torch hidden in her apartment. At
22, Ray traveled to New
Zealand to pursue her
first glassblowing classes.
She worked as a full-time
employee for Chihuly and

assisted several international glass masters, spent
a year blowing glass on a
Mediterranean cruise ship,
and until last November,
worked upscale catering
events in Austin to make
ends meet.
Because of her efforts,
Ray is now the owner of
Carlyn Ray Designs. She
is also in the process of
obtaining 501(c)(3) nonprofit status for Austin
Area Artist’s Project, a
facility that will offer programs in ceramic, metal,
and glass with a focus on
at-risk youth.

“She’s totally undaunted,” Cindi said.
Busy, too, thanks to the
recent actualization of yet
another dream: a collaborative project with her alma
mater, Episcopal School of
Dallas, which will culminate in the production of a
glass chandelier.
“The process is just as
important as the art, or
more so,” Ray said of the
final “celebratory” installation piece.
To bring her expansive
vision for the project to
life, Ray worked with ESD
art teacher Vikki Martin.

Together, Martin and her
former student outlined
the following program:
Ray will speak to Middle
and Upper School students during chapel and
in science classes; ESD
will run an exhibit of Ray’s
work through November;
students will write statements about their dreams
and ambitions on slips of
paper; and finally, Ray and
students in the fifth and
12th grades will incorporate these reflections into
the creation of the chandelier, which is expected
to hang in the school’s

Stephen B. Swann Athletic
and Wellness Center.
“The idea of this —
working with kids — is
spurred from my foundation that ESD gave me,”
Ray said. “Father Swann
is retiring, which is kind
of a pinnacle moment. It’s
reflecting on the past and
moving toward the future
for the school and for me.”
Ray’s mother said the
ESD project boggles her
mind.
“Every time I try to wrap
my mind around it, I think,
‘How can this get done?’
But it will,” Cindi said.

Ray’s older sister Wendy
Dunham — a jewelry maker
who has helped manage
Carlyn Galerie for 12 years
— shares her mother’s confidence in her younger sister’s many endeavors.
“[Carlyn] has a heart of
gold and the most crazy
passion for what she does.
That’s why I know she’s
going to make it. She’s
going to be big,” Durham
said.
Even bigger, perhaps,
than Ray’s 8-year-old self
could have imagined.
Email karley.osborn@
peoplenewspapers.com

Classifieds

How to Place Your Classified Ad Advertising Rates
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3! Place your People Newspapers classifieds
by phone, fax, or email!

Phone Call 214-523-5251 between 8:30 to 5:30,
Monday through Friday. After hours,
leave a voice mail and a classified account
executive will return your call on the next
business day.

Fax 214-363-6948, Attn: Geraldine Galentree
Email Ads to: classified@peoplenewspapers.com
Ads with artwork should be sent as tiff,
jpeg, or pdf files. We will follow up with
you later on costs and space availability.
ANNOUNCEMENTS



BAND
Intro to
Bridge Lessons

www.BridgeInDallas.com

1st Lesson is Free!
Starting Sept. 13th
10am-12pm

Want to Learn
More?
Bidding, play & defense
courses offered for all levels

Want to Play
Bridge?
Daily Games for all players

Gift Certificates
Available!
12250 Inwood Rd. Suite 8
Dallas, TX 75229 * 972.960.6700
info@bridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com

PRESTON HOLLOW PEOPLE
CLASSIFIEDS
214.523.5251

Display Classifieds are $75 per column inch. A frequency discount
applies to display ads scheduled for 8 times or more. To qualify for
this reduced rate, the advertiser must fulfill the entire run of ads.
Stopping short of completion means the classified ad rate will be
recalculated to the open (higher) rate. A production charge for
creating or changing your display classified will be added for those
ads requiring more than minimum assistance.
Payment Options
Pre-payment is required on all classified advertising except those
accounts with prior credit approval from our Business Office. You
may pay by cash, check, money order, or credit card.

AIR-CONDITIONING/
HEATING

Deadlines
The deadline for placing or changing a classified ad is Tuesday at 3 p.m. ,
9 days prior to issue date. Deadline for cancelling ads is Thursday at 4 p.m.
one week prior to issue date. These deadlines apply to Friday’s newspapers, except when otherwise noted due to holiday observances.
Policy
People Newspapers retains the right to edit or reject ad copy in compliance with publication standards and credit policies.
Errors and Omissions
People Newspapers shall assume no liability for damages or loss due to
errors and omissions in advertisements. People Newspapers does not
assume any responsibility for an ad beyond the cost of the ad itself. We are
responsible only for the first incorrect insertion, so be sure to check your
ad immediately upon publication.

ESTATE SALES

A B SERVICE COMPANY
SERVICE – SALES – INSTALLATION
ALL BRANDS FOR 20 YEARS – AC & HEAT
TACL8009625E

Akk`ZjkfBXj\d\ekj

CALL ALEX…..214-697-6308

PFLIG<IJFE8C<JK8K<J<IM@:<
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Starting Sept. 18th
12:30pm-2:30pm
Starting Sept. 20th
6:30pm-8:30pm

Line Classifieds are $25 for the first 3 lines, $5 each additional line.
25-30 spaces per line. Line ads will run in Oak Cliff People, Park Cities
People, and Preston Hollow People and online on all 3 websites for this
amount.

Placement
Your ad will appear in Park Cities People, now serving Highland Park,
University Park, and Turtle Creek. Your ad will also appear in Preston
Hollow People, now serving Bluffview, Greenway Parks, and Devonshire.
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Want to purchase minerals
and other oil/gas interests.
Send details to: P. O. Box
13557, Denver, CO 80201.

ESTATE SALES

RANGONI SHOES P/T Sales
Associate: Apply in store, 5600
W. Lovers Ln., or send resumè
to: jobs@rangonishoes.com

CLOTHING
CHARITY LINK FOUNDATION
CONSIGNMENT BOUTIQUE
Luxury-Upscale-Resale
3737 Atwell St. #205
214-803-3230
http://youtu.be/UIBBhBFnR28

ELDERLY CARE
In Home Care for Your Loved
One, 24/7. Experienced CNA.
214-303-7748.

EMPLOYMENT

BURIAL PROPERTIES

SPARKMAN/HILLCREST
4 Gorgeous Spaces.
South Providence Garden.
$70K.
Call Cy: 214-762-6198.

BUY IT!
SELL IT!
RENT IT!
PRESTON HOLLOW
PEOPLE CLASSIFIEDS

SPARKMAN/HILLCREST
MAUSOLEUM
Couch crypt for 2
Level D

972-317-7131
LAKEFRONT PROPERTIES

RichlandChambers.net

214-523-5251
classified@
peoplenewspapers.com

Take a
Lake
Break!

YARDS & LANDSCAPING

HEALTH
Detox, Weight Loss, Fertility, Cysts,
Fibroids, Herpes, Impotence, Prostate,
Prostate Cancer, Ovarian Cancer
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
Leslie Duong, 214-887-8325
BS Biology, Health Nutritionist,
Licensed Herbalist

LESLIEDUONG.COM

Full Service
Landscaping & Lawn Care
972-385-8800
odenpayne.com
CLASSIFIED@PEOPLENEWSPAPERS.COM

NEED AFFORDABLE
LIFE INSURANCE ?
Save up to 50% on term and or permanent life

Call 1-800-657-7178
William Curtis Drake - Texas License # 738897

